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The UK leaves the EU on 31 January 2020. Current export licensing arrangements will continue to apply until
the end of the transition period on 31 December 2020.

Strategic items are regulated through a system of export and trade controls. The following items are subject to
strategic control:

military items
firearms
dual-use items (items with both civil and military uses)
items that can be used for torture or capital punishment
radioactive sources
other items controlled under international sanctions

The Export Control Joint Unit (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/export-control-organisation) (ECJU) is
responsible for the control and licensing of the trade of these items.

The current export licensing arrangements will continue to apply during the transition period. This includes the
arrangements for exporting all strategic items.

The open general export licence (export of dual-use items to EU member states)
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-general-export-licence-export-of-dual-use-items-to-eu-member-states)
is not required to export dual-use items to the EU during the transition period.

For more information on the current regulations and requirements, see:

export controls: military goods, software and technology (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-controls-military-
goods-software-and-technology)
export controls: dual-use items, software and technology, goods for torture and radioactive sources
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-controls-dual-use-items-software-and-technology-goods-for-torture-and-
radioactive-sources)
firearms and export control forms (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/firearms-and-export-control-forms)
export controls: torture goods (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/controls-on-torture-goods)
current trade sanctions, including arms embargoes and other restrictions
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/current-arms-embargoes-and-other-restrictions)
UK sanctions guidance for information on other types of sanctions (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-
sanctions)

Contact ECJU

Helpline

Export Control Joint Unit
2nd floor 
3 Whitehall Place
London
SW1A 2AW

Email exportcontrol.help@trade.gov.uk

Telephone 020 7215 4594

Contact for general queries about strategic export licensing.
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More information on export controls is available on the ECJU pages (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-military-
or-dual-use-goods-services-or-technology-special-rules) of the GOV.UK website, also the SPIRE
(https://www.spire.trade.gov.uk/spire/fox/espire/LOGIN/login) export licensing database.

This notice is for information only and has no force in law. If the information here applies to your
business, we recommend you take appropriate action, including seeking legal advice if necessary.

Notices to exporters

All notices published since July 2016 can be found on the Notices to Exporters collection page
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/notices-to-exporters).

You can find:

Notices to Exporters from September 2012 to July 2016 at the National Archives
(http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160701131101/http://blogs.bis.gov.uk/exportcontrol/)
Notices to Exporters prior to September 2012 at the National Archives
(http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20121017180846/http:/www.bis.gov.uk/policies/export-control-
organisation/eco-notices-exporters)

Sign up to receive email alerts for notices to exporters
(https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKECO/subscriber/new).
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