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Guidance

Exporting controlled goods from 1 January 2021
Guidance explaining what will change for exporters of controlled goods from 1 January 2021.
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Last updated 19 August 2019 — see all updates

From:
Export Control Joint Unit (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/export-control-organisation) and
Department for International Trade (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-
trade)

The UK has left the EU

This page tells you what you'll need to do from 1 January 2021. It'll be updated if anything changes.

For current information, read: Notice to exporters 2020/03: exporting and trading items subject to strategic
controls during the transition period (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-to-exporters-202003-
exporting-and-trading-items-subject-to-strategic-controls-during-the-transition-period)

You can also read about the transition period (https://www.gov.uk/transition).
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Controlled goods

Controlled goods are regulated through a system of export licensing and include:

military items
dual-use items (items with both civil and military uses)
firearms
items that can be used for torture or capital punishment
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The Export Control Joint Unit (ECJU) (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/export-control-organisation) is
responsible for the exporting control and licensing of these items.

Exporting military items

There will be no changes to controls on the export of military items from the UK other than minor legislative
fixes.

You will need to continue to apply for licences as you do now.

Exporting firearms to the EU

You will no longer be able to take personal firearms to the EU using the European Firearms Pass because this
will no longer be available in the UK.

The exemption that currently applies to the temporary export of firearms as personal effects to the rest of the
world will now cover exports to the EU.

If you want to take firearms as personal effects to an EU country, you will need to make sure that the
destination country would also permit the import and re-export of the firearm.

If you are a dealer or exporter of firearms, you will need to continue to apply for licences.

Exporting dual-use items

The overall framework of controls for dual-use exports will not change, but there will be changes to some
licensing requirements.

From the UK to the EU and the Channel Islands

You will need a new export licence if you are exporting dual-use items from the UK to the EU or the Channel
Islands, issued by the UK.

ECJU has published the Open General Export Licence (OGEL) for exports of dual-use items to EU countries
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-general-export-licence-export-of-dual-use-items-to-eu-member-states).
This licence also covers exports to the Channel Islands.

This new export licence will remove the need for you to apply for individual licences and can be used
immediately after the UK leaves the EU, following registration on SPIRE, the online export licensing system
(https://www.spire.trade.gov.uk/spire/fox/espire/LOGIN/login).

From the UK to a non-EU country

If you already have a licence to export dual-use items to a non-EU country issued by the UK, it will remain
valid for export from the UK. This includes registrations for Open General Export Licences and General Export
Authorisations, which will still operate as UK licences.

An export licence issued by one of the 27 EU countries will no longer be valid for export from the UK.

From the EU to a non-EU country

You will need a new licence, issued by an EU member state, for exporting dual-use items from EU member
states to a non-EU country.

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/export-control-organisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-general-export-licence-export-of-dual-use-items-to-eu-member-states
https://www.spire.trade.gov.uk/spire/fox/espire/LOGIN/login
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An export licence issued in the UK will no longer be valid to export dual-use items from an EU member
state

From the EU to the UK

You will need a new licence, issued by an EU member state, for exporting dual-use items from EU member
states to the UK.

The European Council has proposed to add the UK as a permitted destination to Union General Export
Authorisation (GEA) EU001, to minimise any additional licensing burden for those exporting dual-use items
from the EU to the UK.

Exporting civil nuclear material

If you export civil nuclear material you can find out what other conditions will apply besides export controls.
They include:

civil nuclear regulation from 1 January 2021 (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-nuclear-
regulation-if-theres-no-brexit-deal)
nuclear research from 1 January 2021l (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-research-if-theres-
no-brexit-deal)

Exporting goods that could be used for torture or capital punishment

Strict controls apply to the export of goods that could be used for torture or capital punishment. The overall
framework of the strict controls on these goods will not change, except that exports to EU countries will be
treated in the same way as exports to non-EU destinations are treated now.

This means that you will:

be prohibited from exporting items in annex II of Council Regulation 2019/125 (https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0125) to EU member states
be prohibited from providing brokering, training or advertising services relating to items in annex II of
Regulation 2019/125 to any person or entity in an EU member state
need a licence to export items in annexes III and IV of Regulation 2019/125 to EU member states

What you can do next

You should:

check if you need an export licence for exports to EU countries on OGEL and goods checker tools
(https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new),
using as a guide the licensing provisions in current legislation for a ‘third country’ (a non-EU country) to
understand what controls would apply for exports to EU countries
refer to guidance links on OGEL and goods checker tools
(https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new) to
apply for a licence
remember, it’s your responsibility to comply with the export control regulations, and breaching export
controls is a criminal offence

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-nuclear-regulation-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nuclear-research-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R0125
https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new
https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new
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Sign up for updates on export controls and licensing (https://www.gov.uk/email-signup/?topic=/business-and-
industry/export-controls).

For further information you could:

find out more about export controls and licensing (https://www.gov.uk/business-and-industry/export-controls)
find out how the government administers the UK’s system of export controls and licensing for military and
dual-use items (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/export-control-organisation)
read more information on importing and exporting from 1 January 2021
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exporting-and-importing-goods-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal)

You can contact the Department for International Trade (https://www.great.gov.uk/eu-exit-news/contact/) if you
still have a question about exporting controlled goods after 1 January 2021.

Published 6 March 2019 
Last updated 19 August 2019 + show all updates

1. 19 August 2019
References to legislation updated.

2. 6 March 2019
First published.

Transition period

Find out what it means for you (https://www.gov.uk/transition)
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